
 

 

 
Growth Group Leader’s Guide 

For the week of Jan. 10, 2010  
 

This Sunday’s Text Was: John 17:1-26 
Preacher: Pastor Dane 

Message Title: “Jesus’ Prayer – Part 1?” 
 
Part 1:  Refreshments & Chit Chat  (10 minutes) 
 
 
Part 3: Sharing  (10 minutes) 
 
Some suggested questions to guide this time of sharing.  (Just pick a few.) 
 

1.) We are almost 2 weeks into the New Year.  How are you doing on your New 
Year’s Resolutions so far? 

2.) What is the most enjoyable thing you’ve ever done for God? 
3.) What is the greatest leap of faith you’ve ever taken?  How did it work out? 
4.) If you could give 1 million dollars to any charity, which one would you pick and 

why? 
5.) What high school did you attend?  What was your favorite class? 

 
Part 4: Study & Discussion  (50 minutes) 
(This next part of the meeting is dedicated to the study and discussion of the previous 
week’s sermon.  In order to encourage open discussion, emphasize the importance of 
completing the homework assignment, and minimize tangents, we will ask group 
members to share some of their answers from the homework assignment.) 
 

1.) Turn in your Bibles to John 17:1-26, and read the passage together. 
 
2.)  What’s one thing from Sunday’s message or the homework that you hope we’ll talk 

about tonight? 
 

3.) Let’s tackle a few questions from the homework. Q#3: Jesus prays this prayer 
shortly before being arrested in the Garden of Gethsemene.  

 
a. At what times in your life have you prayed hard just before going through 

your own Gethsemene? 
 
 

b. What can you learn from Jesus’ prayer about how to pray before you enter 
a challenge or crisis? 

 



 

 

4.) Q#4: As Jesus intercedes for his apostles, he asks the Father to protect them from 
the evil one.  In what ways would the apostles be vulnerable to Satan’s attack? 
(see Luke 22:24-32 & Acts 4:23-31) 

 
5.) As Jesus prays for all other Christians in verses 20-26, he prays that we will be 

brought to complete unity.  What does it mean for Christians to be unified?  What 
does Christian unity look like? 

 
6.) The “Digging Deeper” section of the homework asked us to wrestle with a very 

important question: how do we reconcile Jesus’ prayer for unity here in John 17 
with the New Testament command to not compromise sound doctrine?  Read 1 
Timothy 1:3-7 and 2 Timothy 3:1-5 

 
a. Are we called to rebuke Christians in other congregations who teach false 

doctrines?  If so, how? 
 
b. Which doctrines are “non-negotiables” to you?  Fill in the blank: if a chuch 

believes and teaches __________, I can not fellowship or serve with its 
members. 

 
c. Which doctrines do you disagree with in other Christian congregations, but 

not enough to forfeit fellowship with its members?  (e.g., speaking in 
tongues) 

 
 

7.) The 17th Century preacher and Bible scholar Matthew Henry wrote these words as 
he reflected on Jesus’ prayer in John 17: “Those we preach to we must pray 
for.”  We shouldn’t overlook the fact that in Jesus’ final hours with his apostles, he 
considered praying for them a top priority.  He took time both to teach his apostles 
and pray for his apostles.  Do we do the same… 

a. With our kids? 
 

b. With our friends who we try to lead to Christ? 
 
c. With those we teach or serve at church? 
 
 

God works powerfully through His word, and He works powerfully through prayer.  
But His power is exponentially increased in a situation when the two are lifted up 
together. 

 
 

 
Part 4: Prayer  (15 minutes) 
Focus prayer requests on praying for each other.  We need to focus our prayers on each 
other.  Praying for each other is crucial to developing deeper Christian walks and deeper 
Christian friendships AND keeps us above reproach in the process.) 
 
 
 


